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Producer’s Licence 

Covers all wine, beer, cider and spirit producers. 

Introduced in October 2018 to replace the Wine and Beer 

Producer’s Licence. 

About 1100 active producer licences in Victoria. 

48 in City of Greater Geelong.    



A Producer's Licence authorises the licensee 

to:

• supply any liquor, including own, for consumption on your 

premises 

• supply own product for on and off premises, eg online

• supply own product on a wholesale basis.

And if, applied for as a condition, allows the licensee to 

• supply own product at Promotional Events.



Check and read your licence conditions 



Promotional event authorisation 

Key features of the promotional event authorisation are: 

• allows producers to attend/supply own product at farmers’ 

markets, local festivals, community events, craft market, 

food and wine event, agricultural show and gallery openings

• generally authorised to supply liquor between 7am and 

8pm.  

Promotional event authorisation must be a condition on your 

licence.  



Promotional event authorisation

Licence conditions for promotional events include: 

• may supply liquor between 7am and 8pm

• Responsible Service of Alcohol (RSA) certificate for any 

person supplying liquor – check IDs, no service to minors 

• supply own product in sealed containers, bottles or cans 

(opened) and sales by the glass   

• keep an events register of all events attended (have this 

with you) 

• have permission to supply liquor by the event organiser.



Events’ register



Display signs at your point of sale 



Need a temporary limited licence?  

If you hold a Producer’s Licence with a promotional event authorisation 

you can also apply for a temporary limited licence to:

• supply product that is not your own 

• vary your current licence conditions for a specific event

• supply liquor at commercial functions or private events like 

weddings. 

If you hold a Producer’s Licence but don’t have promotional event 

authorisation you can apply for: 

• six one-off events over 12 months

• three events per application (nine months in advance or less)

• a series of events over a limited season

• supply your own product for up to 12 farmers markets and/or craft 

markets for tastings only and bottles not chilled.

Lodge your application online 8 weeks ahead.  



Major event licence 

The Promotional Event Authorisation doesn’t cover: 

• major events

• horse racing events. 

A major event licence is required for events that:

• attract more than 5000 people and/or 

• significantly impacts local amenity – such as road closures 

or traffic diversion, police or emergency services resourcing 

required. 

Think about the event you’re attending or hosting – expected 

numbers, required logistics, live music, nature of event and 

type of council permits required. 

Always contact the VCGLR if in doubt. 



Hosting special events at your venue 

A producer’s licensee may from 

time-to-time host special events on 

their licensed premises that are not 

promotional events or major events.

But you must check your red-line plan and what it allows you 

to do. 

You may need to apply for a temporary limited licence to:

• extend the red-line plan area

• extend trading hours. 



Public vs private events 

The intention of the promotional event authorisation is 

for licensees to be able to supply their own product at 

public events off-premises.  

But some licensees are being asked to supply their 

own product at private events like weddings, birthdays or 

religious celebrations off-premises.  

These events are more like commercial functions or 

private events. They are not promotional events.

It’s best to apply for a temporary limited licence for 

these one-off events. 

Contact the VCGLR and we can let you know if you’re    

correctly licensed for the event you’re attending.  



Liquor licensing information

1. Online liquor sales – Condition for licence 

number to be prominently displayed on your 

website. Must match the number on your 

Producer’s Licence. 

The following should also be prominently

displayed on your website:

“WARNING

Under the Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 it is an offence

•To supply alcohol to a person under the age of 18 years (Penalty exceeds $17,000)

•For a person under the age of 18 years to purchase or receive liquor. (Penalty exceeds 

$700)”

Follow the Packaged Liquor Code of Conduct (point 8) as best practice.  



Liquor licensing information continued. 

2. Always read your liquor licence and compare it with your 

council planning permit. You must follow the stricter 

conditions of the two. 

Liquor licence = 10pm, 

Planning permit = 8pm. 

You must stop trading at 8pm. 

Otherwise you could be in breach of the Planning Act and 

be fined by council. 

OR you could be in breach of the Liquor Control Reform Act 

and be fined by the VCGLR or Victoria Police. 



Breaches 

Serious penalties apply under the Liquor Control Reform Act 

1998. 

Maximum penalties for:

• permit consumption of liquor not in accordance with licence -

$9913

• supply liquor to minor - $19,826

• supply liquor to intoxicated person - $19,826

• sell liquor without a licence - $39,653 or 2 years 

imprisonment.

VCGLR Inspectors and Victoria Police do conduct inspections at 

events and festivals.  



E-licensing: We’re moving to digital 

• Step 1: Create an account, see: VCGLR Liquor Portal

• Step 2: Associate your licence or permit using your 

licence number and individual four-digit PIN.  

• Step 3: Click eLicence and add the email you want your 

renewal notice and liquor licence sent to (this can differ 

from the email address used to create your Liquor Portal 

account).  



Question 

Q: If I’m attending an event that’s in two different 

locations, am I covered by the same temporary licence? 

A: No, you need to have two separate licences as each 

licence is specific to a licensed premises. For example, if 

you attend the Pako Famers Market in Geelong West your 

temporary licence can only be for this event. To attend a 

different market you will need another temporary licence.



Question

Q: There are two producers who both have the Promotional Event 

Authority on their licences. If producer A is hosting an event at their 

venue and invites Producer B, can Producer B use Producer A’s 

licence? 

A: This is a complex issue and there is no simple answer. These 

scenarios often require our Client Services to ask a series of more 

specific questions. Please call them 1300 182 457 and provide as 

much as information as possible to make sure you’re correctly 

licensed.     



VCGLR resources 

Obligations as a liquor licensee 

Temporary Licence

Event register 

Safe function guidelines 

Optional signage  (Minors, ID checks)

VCGLR Liquor portal  

Packaged liquor code of conduct 

https://www.vcglr.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/your_obligation_as_a_liquor_licensee_-_information_for_producers_licence_holders.pdf
https://www.vcglr.vic.gov.au/liquor/major-or-temporary-event/apply-new-licence/apply-temporary-limited-licence
https://www.vcglr.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/producers_-_register_of_promotional_events.pdf
https://www.vcglr.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/Liquor_fact_sheet_-_Safe_function_guidelines.pdf
https://www.vcglr.vic.gov.au/news/new-optional-signage-available-download-now
https://liquor.vcglr.vic.gov.au/liquorportal/
https://www.vcglr.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/uploadliquor_licensing_code_of_conduct_-_packaged_liquor_licensees_.pdf.pdf


VCGLR connect 

For more information you can reach us on:

phone: 1300 182 457

email: contact@vcglr.vic.gov.au

online: vcglr.vic.gov.au 

Find us on social and 

learn about industry

news in our newsletters. 

mailto:contact@vcglr.vic.gov.au
https://www.vcglr.vic.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/vcglr/
https://www.vcglr.vic.gov.au/page-footer/subscribe-vcglr-news-updates

